accustomed. For so many months, even in his rare moments of clowning, I 
have seen him under strain, a veil of anxiety in his eyes, that I have for- 
gotten his real face. I am suddenly aware that since the cameras stopped 
the veil has been torn away. Federico is himself again. 


November 10 Screening of the “preliminary version” of the 
picture. All the main actors are invited. 

The fantasy of Claudia with her bicycle in the hotel corridor, almost 
all of Pace’s speech on the bench in the steam room, Guido’s line during 
the nightclub dinner (“You want to know what political party I belong to? 
So do I. I’ve been wondering for ten years”), Agostini’s dance on the 
theater runway—all have been eliminated, as well as other scenes. This 
version has the first ending, in the dining car, but the director has not yet 
made a final decision. | 

Part of the scene in which the priests chase little Guido on La 
Saraghina’s beach, I see now, was shot with an accelerated camera. This, 
of course, is another allusion to memories of childhood: the American 
films of Charlie Chaplin, Laurel and Hardy, et cetera. 

On the screen, the descent into hell is much less gloomy than it was 

! in the actual filming. I saw the real faces of the extras: hot, exhausted, 
spent. In this fleeting moment when they cross the screen, they seem 
i urbane and casual. 

After the screening, Fellini explains to Nino Rota, who writes the 
music for his pictures, that for the underpass fantasy, which opens the film, 
he wants only “isolated, strange noises.” The music that accompanies Guido 
when he follows his wife on the street in the little watering place should 
begin as the cardinal’s window closes on his steam bath after Guido’s 
imaginary audience with him. Hence there are, as it were, precise elements 
that will serve not only to introduce a memory or a dream but also to return 
from an imaginary sequence to reality. 


| The closing shot: the tower stairway, and little Guido, 
i | still parading with the clowns in a lone spotlight 
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